THE CHURCH
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Pastoral Letter, Iran (December 2022)
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

We have been especially praying with you and for you since the tragic death of Mahsa Amini
in police custody on 16 September sparked protests across Iran. We applaud the solidarity
shown by so many sections of Iranian society in standing with Mahsa’s family and the many
other women and indeed men who have suffered unjustly at the hands of security forces.
We applaud also the peaceful nature of the continuing protests, even if they have been met
with what the UN recognises as “excessive force” resulting in so many deaths, including
children.

We recognise that these protests and the violent response of the Iranian government have
increased hugely the stress on Iranians living outside Iran, including those who have found a
home in British churches. Many of you will already be living with trauma, and will be fearful
for family and friends back in Iran. This new concern comes on top of continued concern
for the small Anglican Church and all those in Iran facing harassment, intimidation and
persecution for their faith.

During this season of Advent, and as Christmas approaches, we remember the light of Jesus,
born into the darkness of our world. We encourage you, with us, to put our hope in Christ,
as we pray and work for the coming of his kingdom of justice, peace and reconciliation.

ol Do

The Rt Revd Paul Butler
The Bishop of Durham
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The Rt Revd Dr Guli Francis-Dehgani
The Bishop of Chelmsford
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Th Rt Revd Dr Toby Howarth
The Bishop of Bradford

A lidadl ftdh:

The Rt Revd Dr Michael Ipgrave
The Bishop of Lichfield
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